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Santa Fe, New Mexico, April 23, 2015: Announcing “Utilities”, an exhibition of new visual art 
in the Siler-Rufina industrial zone. Comprised of work by nine younger artists with affinities 
for lyrical high desert conceptualism - Amy Albracht, Nicholas Chiarella, Sean Di Ianni, Benji 
Geary, Lara Nickel, SCUBA (Crockett Bodelson + Sandra Wang), Martha Tuttle, and Bea 
Varnedoe Verrillo - “Utilities” will be on view from May 8 through May 17 2015 at Radical 
Abacus, an independent live/work art/music space. A public reception for the artists will be 
held from six to nine PM on Friday, May 8. The exhibition will be open from noon to six on 
Saturdays and Sundays, and by appointment on weekdays.

Marked by glinting heaps of metal scrap, stacks 
of battered shipping containers, ringing industrial 
scales, and primitive artist studios, the warehouse 
precinct near the intersection of Siler Road and 
Rufina Street has been called the Industrial Zone, the 
L(ower)S(iler)D(istrict), or “Santa Fe’s Utility Closet”. 
“Utilities” approaches this landscape for an excursus 
on usefulness, social infrastructure, the programming 
of personal satisfaction, the autonomy of art, and the 
experience of futility. 

Amy Albracht (b. 1973, MFA Yale, based in Santa Fe) 
brushes ink on paper in a monochromatic allegory of 
design, indeterminacy, and technique.

With luminosity, chance procedures, technical manuals, 
and found material, Nicholas Chiarella (b. 1983, MFA 
candidate in the Milton Avery Graduate School of the Arts 
at Bard College, based in Germantown, NY) rhapsodizes 
a line of flight.

SCUBA Untitled, 4” x 5.5”
acrylic on board
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Sean Di Ianni (b. 1985, BFA RISD, based Santa Fe) miniaturizes anonymous industrial platforms 
and ramps, scaling color and matter to more ambivalent attitudes and pleasures.

Benji Geary’s (b. 1983, based Santa Fe) video projections 
pin the logos, emblems, and personae of consumer-
scientific-ideological affectivity on ready/handmade 
sculptures.

Part of an ongoing series, the floor installation of brick-
sized painted canvases of medieval Siena bricks by Lara 
Nickel (b. 1985, BFA College of Santa Fe, based in Santa 
Fe) alludes to both site-specific medieval spectacle and 
site-specific minimal art spectacle.

The grid of acrylic panels by Crockett Bodelson (b. 
1983, attended California College of the Arts, based in 
Brooklyn) and Sandra Wang (b. 1982, MA University of 
Pennsylvania, based in Brooklyn) of SCUBA models the 
newborn’s incipient and novel embodied functionality.

 
Martha Tuttle’s (b. 1989, MFA Yale 2015, based in Connecticut) recent work embroils creative 
action in the forces that permeate bodies 
and histories. 

Bea Varnedoe Verrillo (b. 1994, based Santa 
Fe) formats visually arresting ciphers, both 
lyrical and conceptual, in abstractions of 
everyday forms and histories.

Radical Abacus is located at 1226d Calle 
de Comercio, Santa Fe New Mexico 
87507. “Instruments,” an evening of 
music, will begin at eight PM Saturday 
May 9th 2015, featuring performances 
by Angelo Harmsworth, Muyassar Kurdi, 
and Em Wingren. “Utilities” is curated by 
John McKissick. Please contact john@
radicalabacus.com with inquiries and 
check http://www.radicalabacus.com for 
updates and additional information. 

Lara Nickel, detail of Siena Bricks, 
2015-ongoing
oil on canvas, 12.25” x 2.75” each

Martha Tuttle, Concomitance (1), 2015
Steel Support. Cotton, Aluminum Tape, Paper, Graphite 

Powder, Dye, Bleach, Plastic, Salt, Pigment, Acrylic, 
Thread, Automotive Wire.

21.5” (h) x 52” (l).  Extends 5” from wall.  
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